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1. Nase povolani a cesta

Cirkev ¢eskoslovenskd husitska si rozumi jako spolecenstvi véficich, ktefi jsou po-
volani ke sdileni a zvéstovani Kristova evangelia (1 Pt 2,9). Od svého vzniku v lednu
roku 1920 se profilovala jako cirkev oteviena vici spolecnosti a snazila se kultivovat
jeji hodnoty svobody, demokracie a vlasteneckého entuziasmu. Uvédomovala si, Ze
bez svobody svédomi pfed Bohem zadny narod skute¢né svobody a demokracie
nedosahne. Stejné tak vychézela z presvédceni, Ze nelze dospét k opravdové lasce
k vlasti bez pfipomindni si kfestanského svédectvi, které vyzdvihovanim hodnot
nenasili, milosrdenstvi a obéti stavi hrdz hrubému nacionalismu. Touha napravit na-
rusené mezilidské vztahy v cirkvi i ve spole¢nosti ji vedla k demokratizaci cirkevni
instituce, k Ucasti laikd na cirkevni spravé, k prekladu bohosluzby a obfadd do ma-
tefského jazyka a k budovéni rozsahlé socidlni a charitativni prace, vzdélavaci a osvé-
tové cinnosti, k umélecké tvorbé a dalSim aktivitdm, které si nasly Siroké pozitivni
odezvy a jez naplnily Duchem Kristovym fadu snah mladé republiky. Jeji sluzba ve
spole¢nosti vychazela z védomi, Ze je jednou z forem obecné cirkve, v niz nachézeji
svij domov ti, ktefi by jinak zGstali stranou zvésti o Bohu Otci, spasy v jeho Synu
a obdarovani jeho Duchem. V dobach totalitnich rezimd, které ji vykézaly na okraj
spole¢nosti a omezily moznosti jejiho vefejného plsobeni, cirkev utvarela duchovni,
nazorovou i hodnotovou alternativu k stadtem fizenému pojeti reality. Navzdory nej-
riznéjsim omezenim se ji dafilo 3ifit zvést evangelia a rozvijet tradi¢ni i nové formy
spirituality. Od obnoveni demokracie v globalizované a ndzorové pluralitni spole¢-
nosti se snazi ucinné&ji naplfiovat povolani ke hlasani Boziho slova, hajit kfestanské
hodnoty, zejména hodnotu lasky k Bohu a k bliznimu, a na nich stavét nové formy
spolecenského Zivota a mezilidskych vztah(.

2.Védomi obnovy

Cirkev ceskoslovenska husitska se povaZuje za spolecenstvi ospravedinénych
hfisnikd (ZV, ot. 7). Je si védoma, Ze v jejich déjinach nejsou jen svétla mista, ale
téz stiny. Uz jeji vznik a prvni léta jejiho pUsobeni jsou poznamenany dramaty
rozkold, které jsou vyrazem nejednoty nasledovnikd JezZise Krista. Namisto pro-
klamovaného obecenstvi Ducha Kristova nékdy upadala do vnitinich svar( a ani-
mozit. Ve snaze vyjit vstfic svétu a jeho potifebam cirkev ¢asto zapominala na
osobni modlitbu a bohosluzebné spolecenstvi. Nefidila se vzdy Kristovymi slovy
shledejte nejprve jeho krélovstvi a spravedInost, a viechno ostatni vam bude pfi-
déno (Mt 6,33)" ale pfilis spoléhala na svétské prostiedky. Jeji déjiny nejsou ovén-
¢eny jen hrdinskymi ¢iny mucednik( a vyznavacd, ale jsou postizeny i zbabélosti,
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alibismem ¢i pfehnanou opatrnosti. Cirkev omilostnénych hfisnikd je nesena vé-
domim nutnosti vyznavani vin, zmény smysleni a neustalé obnovy.

3. Sepéti s narodni tradici

Cirkev ceskoslovenska husitska si byla od svého vzniku védoma dUlleZitosti péce
o narodni kiestanské tradice, kterym vzdy rozuméla jako zptitomnéni Boziho slova
ve své kulture. Krestanstvi k nam proniklo skrze osvojeni biblického svédectvi nasi-
mi predky a skrze ¢iny, které urcily zvlastni mistni raz kifestanstvi. Cirkev si pfipomi-
na odvahu solunskych bratii Cyrila a Metodéje, ktefi se pokusili vyjadrit kfestanstvi
Vv jazyce, jenz byl v nadich zemich srozumitelny, a polozili tak zdklad nasi kfestanské
vife, nasi jazykové identité, slovesné kulture a vzdélanosti. Oceriuje pfinos knizete
Véaclava, ktery pojal svoji panovnickou funkci jako sluzbu narodnimu spolecenstvi,
a stal se tak symbolem ceské statnosti. Cirkev si hluboce vazi mucednické smrti
Mistra Jana Husa, ktery v nasich zemich zptitomnil vyznam Kristovy obéti. Vyso-
ce hodnoti viru a dilo Jana Amose Komenského, ktery nas naucil pojimat vychovu
a vzdélani jako jednu ze zasadnich krestanskych a vielidskych hodnot. Cirkev s re-
spektem pfistupuje k duchovnimu odkazu Tomase G. Masaryka a k jeho ¢intim, kte-
ré umoznily nejen vznik samostatného demokratického Ceskoslovenska, ale i nasi
Cirkve ¢eskoslovenskeé husitské. S uznanim se obraci ke svému prvnimu patriarcho-
vi Karlu Farskému a k dal$im zakladateltm, duchovnim i laikiim, ktefi moznost zalo-
Zit novou cirkev realizovali, i ke generacim jejich nastupcq, ktefi zprostiedkovavali
poznani Boha v Kristu Jezisi az do nasi doby.

4. Pomér k svétovému krestanstvi, naboZenstvim a spolecnosti

Cirkev Ceskoslovenska husitska se citi byt vedle péce o ndrodni tradice povolana
k Ucasti na Zivoté rliznych podob svétového spolecenstvi cirkvi, s kterymi je spo-
jena Zivym slovem Pisma, starokfestanskymi vyznanimi, svatostnou a liturgickou
praxi, tradici apostolské cirkve, mucednikd, vyznavacl a cirkevnich otcQ, jako byli
Justin, Ireneus, Tertullidn, Origenes, Kapadocané, Jan Zlatousty, Augustin, Boethius,
Benedikt z Nursie, Anselm z Canterbury, FrantiSek a Klara z Assisi, Tomas Akvinsky,
Bonaventura, John Wiklef, Martin Luther, Filip Melanchton, Erasmus Rotterdamsky,
Jan Kalvin a mnozi dalsi, které si pfipomina v listopadovém svatku viech mucedni-
k( a svédkl Pané. Cirkev nezapomind ani na viru a odvahu mucedniki totalitnich
rezimu, na moderni reformni myslitele poslednich staleti a na aktéry ekumenickeé-
ho hnuti, které dalo vznik Svétové radé cirkvi a fadé dalsich platforem, na nichz se
mohou cirkve setkavat a hledat rlizné formy jednoty a spoluprace. Cirkev cesko-
slovenska husitska si je védoma svého sepéti s judaismem i nutnosti hledani poro-
zuméni mezi nabozenstvimi a rozvijeni dialogu se spole¢nosti, kterd nabozenstvi
¢asto a priori odmita.
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5. Sluzba Bohu a pomoc ¢lovéku

Cirkev Ceskoslovenska husitska si je védoma, ze vztahy mezi lidmi maji byt ur-
¢ovany laskou k bliznimu, nebot vytvareji mista, ve kterych se zvlastnim zplsobem
zpfitomnuje jeji Pan podle zaslibeni evangelia: ,Kde jsou dva nebo tfi shromazdéni
ve jménu mém, tam jsem ja uprostred nich (Mt 18,20)." Uzdraveni a obnova vztahi
mezi Bohem a lidmi je proces, ktery se v cirkvi realizuje pravidelnou Ucasti v bo-
hosluzebném spolecenstvi ndbozenské obce, ve spole¢né modlitbé a pfijimani
svatosti, pfi ¢etbé Pisma, v jeho vykladu i ve vzajemném povzbuzovani. Setkavani
s Pdnem a Zivot v Duchu svatém vede cirkev k péci o svét, kterd se uskutecriuje
zvéstovanim evangelia, v kazatelském a misijnim povolani, v rozsifovani znalosti
biblického slova a v kultivaci ndabozenského mysleni péstovanim akademické te-
ologie, a soucasné i riznymi formami diakonie, v charitativni a socidlni ¢innosti,
ve snaze o nalezeni vyssi kvality Zivota, ve vzdélavani a v nejriznéjsich kulturnich
aktivitach. V nasledovani Jezise Krista vzdavame diky Bohu za prokazana dobrodi-
ni, za jeho lasku k ndm a radost, kterou ndm zivot s nim pfindsi. Prosime, aby ,na
nas vylil svého Ducha skrze Jezise Krista, naseho Spasitele, abychom ospravedinéni
jeho milosti méli podil na vé¢ném zivoté, k némuz se upinda nase nadéje (Tt 3,6-7).

Pozehnani véemohouciho Boha Otce a mir Jezise Krista i milost Ducha svatého,
necht sestoupi na nas a zlistane nam i budoucim.

(Prohldseni k 100. vyroci Cirkve ceskoslovenské husitské L.P. 2020 - pripravila Véro-
uénd komise.)



Church and Society.
A Statement Issued on the 100th Anniversary of the
Establishment of the Czechoslovak Hussite Church.

1. Our calling and journey together

The Czechoslovak Hussite Church sees itself as a community of believers
who are called to share and proclaim the Gospel of Christ (1 Peter 2:9). Ever sin-
ce its foundation in January 1920 it presented itself as a church that was open to
society, and tried to cultivate the values of freedom, democracy, and patriotic
enthusiasm. It was aware that no nation can attain genuine freedom and democra-
cy without freedom of conscience before God. It was likewise convinced that true
love for one's country cannot be achieved without remembering the Christian witness,
which erects a barrier against crude nationalism by emphasising the values of non-
violence, mercy, and sacrifice. The desire to repair damaged inter-human relation-
ships in church and society led it to democratise church institutions, to involve lay-
people in the administration of the church, to translate church liturgies and rites
into the vernacular, to build up extensive social and charitable work, to be active
in education, to create works of art, and to carry out other activities, all of which
met with a widespread positive response and imbued many of the aspirations of
our young Republic with the Spirit of Christ. Its service in society was based on the
consciousness that it is one of the forms of the universal church, in which people
can find a home who would otherwise not be touched by the message of God
the Father, salvation through his Son, and the gifts of his Spirit. In periods under
totalitarian regimes, which forced it to the margins of society and limited opportu-
nities for it to play a public role, the church formed a spiritual alternative based on
different opinions and values to the concept of reality laid down by the state. In
spite of many kinds of restriction, it was able to spread the message of the Gospel
and to develop both traditional and new forms of spirituality. Since the renewal of
democracy in a globalised society with a plurality of views, it has tried to carry out
more effectively its calling to proclaim the Word of God, to defend Christian values,
especially the value of love of God and one's neighbour, and to build up new forms
of social life and inter-human relationships on the basis of those values.

2. Awareness of renewal

The Czechoslovak Hussite Church regards itself as a community of righteous
sinners (Basic Principles of Faith, paragraph 7). It is aware that its history contains
not only places of light but also of shadow. Its beginnings and early years were
already marked by the drama of divisions, which are an expression of the lack of
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unity among the disciples of Jesus Christ. Instead of the fellowship of the Spirit of
Christ that it proclaimed, at times it sank into internal disputes and animosities. In
the attempt to be accommodating towards the world and its needs, the Church
often forgot about personal prayer and liturgical community. It did not always
follow Christ's words “Seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these
things will be given to you as well” (Mat. 6:33), but relied too much on worldly
means.lts historyisnotonly garlanded by the heroicdeeds of martyrsand confessors,
but also affected by cowardice, the avoidance of responsibility, and excessive
caution. A church of pardoned sinners is aware of the need to confess its guilt, to
change its ways of thinking, and to constantly renew itself.

3. Closely linked with the national tradition

Since its beginnings, the Czechoslovak Hussite Church has been aware of
the importance of fostering the national Christian tradition, which it has always
understood as making God's Word present in its culture. Christianity came
down to us through the adoption of the biblical testimony by our ancestors and
through deeds which determined the particular local character of our Christia-
nity. The Church remembers the courage of the brothers Cyril and Methodius
from Thessalonica, who tried to express Christianity in a language which could
be understood in our lands, and in so doing laid the foundations for our Chris-
tian faith, our linguistic identity, and our literary culture and learning. It values
the contribution of Prince Wenceslas, who understood his function as a ruler
to be service to the national community, and thus became a symbol of Czech
statehood. The Church profoundly respects the death as a martyr of Master Jan
Hus, who became an example of the meaning of Christ's sacrifice in the Czech
lands. It has a high regard for the faith and work of Jan Amos Komensky (Come-
nius), who taught us to see upbringing and education as one of the fundamen-
tal Christian and human values. The Church accepts with respect the spiritual
legacy of Tomas Garrigue Masaryk and his actions, which made possible not
only the creation of an independent democratic Czechoslovakia, but also of our
Czechoslovak Hussite Church. It acknowledges the debt it owes to its first Pat-
riarch, Karel Farsky, and to its other founders, both clergy and lay people, who
were responsible for establishing this new church, and also to the generations
of their successors, who have passed on the recognition of God in Christ Jesus
down to the present day.

4. Relations with world Christianity, other religions, and society

In addition to fostering the national tradition, the Czechoslovak Hussite Church
feels called to take part in the life of the various manifestations of the world
fellowship of churches, with which it is linked by the living word of Scripture,

5



early Christian confessions of faith, sacramental and liturgical practice, and the
tradition of the apostolic church and of martyrs, confessors, and church fathers,
such as Justin, Irenaeus, Tertullian, Origen, the Cappadocian Fathers, John Chry-
sostom, Augustine, Boethius, Benedict of Nursia, Anselm of Canterbury, Francis
and Clare of Assisi, Thomas Aquinas, Bonaventura, John Wycliffe, Martin Luther,
Philip Melanchthon, Erasmus of Rotterdam, John Calvin, and many others whom
we recall on the feast day of all martyrs and witnesses to the Lord in November.
The Church likewise remembers the faith and courage of martyrs under totalitarian
regimes, modern reforming thinkers in recent centuries, and the protagonists
of the ecumenical movement which gave rise to the World Council of Churches
and a number of other platforms where the churches can come together and
seek various forms of unity and cooperation. The Czechoslovak Hussite Church
is conscious of its close links with Judaism and the need to seek understanding
between religions and to develop dialogue with society, which frequently rejects
religion a priori.

5. Divine service and helping other people

The Czechoslovak Hussite church is aware that relationships between people
should be determined by love for one's neighbour, for they create places where their
Lord is present in a special way, according to the promise of the Gospel: “Where
two or three come together in my name, there am | with them” (Mat. 18:20). The
healing and renewal of relationships between God and people is a process that
takes place in the Church through regular participation in the liturgical fellowship
of the parish community, in common prayer and the reception of the sacraments,
in reading Scripture, in its interpretation, and in mutual encouragement. The
encounterwiththeLordandlifeinthe Holy Spiritlead the Church to careforthe world
in the form of proclaiming the Gospel, through preaching and missionary work,
and through spreading knowledge of the Bible and cultivating religious thinking
by fostering academic theology, and at the same time in the form of various kinds
of diaconia, through charitable and social activity, through the attempt to find
a higher quality of life, through education, and through various forms of cultural
activity. In following Jesus Christ we give thanks to God for the favour he has shown
us, for his love for us, and for the joy that life with him brings. We pray that he may
“pour out his Spirit on us through Jesus Christ our Saviour, so that, having been
justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life” (Titus
3:6-7).

May the blessing of God the Almighty Father, the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and the grace of the Holy Spirit descend on us and remain with us and with the
generations to come.

(A declaration issued in 2020 A.D. to mark the 100th anniversary of the establish-
ment of the Czechoslovak Hussite Church. Prepared by the Dogmatic Commission.)
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